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Chapter 7
COMMON GEMARA WORDS
AND PHRASES

VERY IMPORTANT: The following word list has been
carefully compiled in order to help the beginner
overcome the greatest object of frustration at the
beginning level — that of vocabulary. The unique
feature of this list is the column marked “F —
Function”, which is a brief description of the role
played by that word or phrase in the flow of the
gemara. Mastery of these functions will be a major
step towards becomming self-sufficient in Gemara
study.

Many werds in the Talmud have more than one
contextual meaning. Please notice that for many of
the words on the list we have offered two or more
choices. When studying the text, one must test and
see which of the choices offered fits best in the
context of the gemara. There are exceptional cases
where none of the choices on this list will fit, but
due to the nature of gemara it would be almost
impossible to include all possibilities.
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TRANSLATION | NOTES
but, however

2 TR | the opposite is L
true

3 R | another




